
Module 4 - Being a Man in Modern Day World
How am I perceived in Modern Day – Week 1 
Being Strong, Temptation & The Devil – Week 2
Marriage, Family & Divorce – Week 3  
Empowering yourself, learning and using Respect & Honor – Week 4
DAY 1

Welcome to your 4th Module, Being a Man in modern day world.  This will be a great four weeks.  The best way to get the most from these four weeks is to obtain a reference bible, to reference each scripture so that you may obtain an indebt study.  The course is setup so you can take each scripture and reference it in your bible, while still remaining on track.  This lesson will provide you the tools to empower yourself to become a better husband, father and man of God.  Each lesson is divided into one or two weeks; take the time to use the entire week to review all the material as much as necessary in order to grasp the different concepts.
Who are you?  Do you know who you are? When you describe yourself, do you describe yourself negatively or positively?   I’ll bet that when you describe yourself, you use more negatives than positives? Why, because we relate or present to what we have or were in the past to describe ourself.  Most people when describing their self will say that they are impatient, mean, rude and so forth because they normally feel that they don’t add up to others who are patient and nice. We will never become who we want to be unless we realize that we are just as good, smart and nicer than the next person.  It’s about believing in yourself.  If you want to be that person you want to be, you have to start believing it and your actions will actually live it.  You are a star in God’s eye, so why not act like you are a winner. Live everyday to the fullest because you don’t know how long you have left on this earth.  Who you are or who you think you are does not define who you are inside. Who you are, does not depend on your job position, how much money you have in the bank, or what you drive; those are lifestyles; who you are is based on you; your characteristics, your beliefs and your morals. It is how you take action when crisis arise. What are your emotions, do you get angry when things don’t go your way, are you always depressed, or are you always happy?  How you interact with others, define who you are.  You can change your emotions and the way you handle problems or good news.  If you constantly walk around angry, that anger will always allow you to look at others and other things with envy and strife, thus you will always feel that you are second best to others.  
 If you have good beliefs and morals and believe that you can succeed, then you will succeed because you have defined yourself as an eagle rather than a duck! Your emotions, the way you look at yourself, your characteristics, beliefs, morals, overcoming what you did in the past, what and who you want to be, defines who you truly are? 
Pre-read: -Proverbs 6:16
Today’s Memory Versus:  1st Corinthians 15:33 ”Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character."
Passage Psalm 8:4-9:
   4What is man, that thou art mindful of him and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 

   5For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. 

   6Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet: 

   7All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 

   8The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. 

   9O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!

Take this first day to create a Knights manual.  This manual is your Knights Bible and will be part of who you are through the rest of your life.  Buy a 3 ring notebook with dividers.  Setup the book as below.

1. Knight information, when you started as a Page, Squire, Knight, some of your shortfalls and things you have to overcome.  This is an on going log.

2. First section will be your Oaths.
3. Your beliefs, principles and morals.
4. Your 5 year goals and desires.
5. Your ministry.
6. Important scriptures that you like.
7. Temptation – anything you learn about overcoming temptation enter it here.

8. List people you want to help. The name, the need, and track when you want God to achieve their blessings.  Once they are blessed, have a column with the date.

9. List all your good qualities, testimonies, and things you want God to do for you. Once completed, write in the date. You should not have more things here than you have in number eight.  If you do, add more people to bless, not just people you know, but your city, church etc.

10. Open  -  Your thoughts and blessings
11. Open for your personal use
12. You Knight’s picture and family pictures.

This 6-week module is the one that will get you off the sofa, help you become that strong man of God and show you how to better love your wife and treat others with respect. For the next four weeks, you will learn from a merit of people. These lessons will provide you with the keys to be an overcomer and stand up as a man for what’s right.  It will answer the question, ‘what is a man?’

First, you are here because God ordained you to be. God chooses everyone for a certain purpose.  If you are here reading this module, then God has ordained for you to finish the course and become a help mate for all.  Remember, take this knowledge and mentor other men.

Remember, this course is about e3, “empowerment, motivation and completeness”.  Take this day to prepare yourself to be empowered, and then motivate yourself to know that God has made you a Man. It is an awesome achievement to be a man, especially a man of God.  Remember God made man first and he made him for a special purpose. He made men to be complete! As a man, we must be complete spiritual, emotional, physical and mental. We should not lack for nothing but let God be the ruler of all things. We are his workmanship; he has entrusted us to take care of all that he has made, let’s not let him down!
HOW AM I PERCEIVED IN MODERN DAY – WEEK 1
DAY 2-Week 1
This week’s Memory Versus:  Psalms 37:23, 24.
How you present yourself each day, and how you leave this world, is totally up to you. You can take these words, put them in the back of your mind, and never bring them out again; or you can take the words and use them to work on the internal man. We work on the internal man, not the external man.  Dressing up, looking good and smelling good, is easy; changing the perception of how others see you, is the hard part. We hope to bridge that gap in this lesson. The first question, ‘how are we perceived by others’?
The scenario below shows how we are perceived as men a majority of the time. Shocking? Yes, unbelievable? No.

1. When a family is out-and-about with their little kids, maybe at a store or the mall; and a man walks up, the mother will immediately snatch her daughter, afraid that she may be kidnapped or worst by the unknown man. (We call this ‘stereotype’;  If the man looks ragged, we call this, ‘perception’)
2. Men stay home while the wife works. (The world calls this lazy, Knights for Christ call it, “Not keeping your promise to love and take care”).  

3. Men take headache medicine and constantly complain about not feeling well more than a woman and kids put together. (The world sees this as o.k, until a day of work is missed, and then it’s called “he has issues”). 
4. Men are on the streets with their family asking for money. (The world sees this as, ‘what is happing to our men?’)  (Knights for Christ sees it as, “let us help guide you, and renew your thinking, inside and out!)
5. Affairs have increased by 30%.  (The world views this as acceptable). God views it as wrong. (Knights for Christ views it as, ‘let us show you how to put that same energy into your marriage!’)
So, what are we saying? It is how we are perceived as men as a whole that shows our flaws.  Every time there is a school shooting, rape or murder by a man, all men have to suffer the consequences. In the past, a man could be at the store and a woman would ask him, if he could watch her little girl while she ran to the restroom. Not these days, if you are caught talking with a child, you are viewed upon as a possible child molester. This is happening because our foundation is cracking. We as men need to restore this foundation by showing others that we can be trusted; it’s all about perception. 
How are we perceived to the world?  If we want a good perception, let families and kids see that you love your spouse and she is number one in your life. Show your kids, that ‘daddy’ loves mommie and is not looking at other women. Everything we do as a man, we set precedence, not just to ourselves, but other men as well.  Every time a rapist is caught, whether that rapist is a priest, pastor, or just a normal guy, it sets precedence. We need to set good precedence and change the way we think and act. You change the order of precedence, you change the perception; you change the perception, you change the world.  
Precedence

Precedence is changed by what the world sees most.  

1. If the world sees many well-dressed men, they feel that men are becoming more successful.

2. If the world sees many unshaven men that doesn’t care about how they look; then the world sees men as unsuccessful.

3. If the world sees that alot of men our standing up against child predators and molesters; then the world sees that there are trustworthy men in the world.

4. If the world hears that 80% of men work; then the world views men as holding down a job and taking care of their families.
5. Take for instance, obesity; Men & women are eating more, exercising less and weigh on the average of 10 pounds more than the average person weighed 5 years ago.  We set the precedence to the world that it is o.k. to be overweight. 

6. If we change what order the world sees us, we change their perception.  If we change the perception, we change the world. Why not look upon yourself as a strong good-looking Godly man?  Why not shave in the morning and keep yourself well groomed.              Even if you have long hair, you can keep it manageable. What about standing up to do what’s right?  Do we stand up for what’s right? Or do we say, “its not my problem, it doesn’t affect me! I know you hear all the time from most men, ‘I am not going to get involved’. If men do not get involved who will?  Men are the strength and foundation of our society, if we don’t stand up, then should we expect our wives to?

7. Why not find child predators online and report them.  We have a site called ‘ignite’.  www.knightsforchrist.org/ignite  It is a reporting tool for people to find, seek and destroy child predators, by reporting them to us; we in-turn, report them to authorities.

8. If a family sees their dad going to church, then they will present themselves different in the home and abroad, because Daddy doesn’t like that music or my lifestyle.
9. Everytime a man puts his wife first and respect and honor her, the kids will say, “that’s how I want be treated’, and will go out and look for a man just like dad. We don’t need to get upset when we ourselves drink and smoke and constantly talk about other women around our children; and then your daughter brings home someone, just like Dad!
Men in the past

Men of our past, were taught to be hard workers, they were taught that a good honest living was to work all day, from sunrise to sundown. They worked where ever and however they could to make money, to support their family.  If that was working in the cold mines or on the railroads to make ends meet, then so be it. The women were in charge of the home. When we look back, we have to ask our self three questions.

1. What was wrong with the men being hard workers?  
2. What was wrong with men working through sickness and health problems if the family was without food?  
3. What was wrong with them doing anything possible to take care of their families?
My answer to the question, absolutely ‘nothing’
Men are made to be tough, hard and be able to withstand more than women. In the beginning, when Adam was cursed from the Garden, his job was to till the ground. Every man on earth should not be a stranger to hard work and should welcome it. If every man of this world would have the mentality that know matter what happens, I will take care of my family; then the poverty rate would be low or non- existence.  Homeless shelters will consist of people who where trying to get out, instead of people trying to make a life there.                                      Don’t get me wrong, there is nothing wrong with using the shelters and seeking help, it’s how we use the shelters! A shelter is just that, a place to get you out of the rain and back on your feet.  The world’s perception when they see a homeless man is that they gave up. Our goal should be to help them get on their feet and provide proper guidance for them not to return to that state of mind or their former way of life.  
DAY 3-Week 1
Men believe that to be perceived as a Man, they have to be a certain way
We will learn at the end of the four weeks that being a man, is looking up to God and doing what God wants, anything else is vain.

The world has its own way of how we should act. They perceive as hard, tough, unmoving, strong, and in charge of everything. They have the mentality that because we are men, we need to roar. I am man, I do what I want, when I want, and no women or child is going to tell me different. In essence, we are no greater than anyone else. We need to quit thinking that we are the ‘the worlds great hope’, rather we need to be a Boaz man, not Bozo.  
The bible says that the body of Christ is jointly fit together. So no matter if you are male or female, everyone has a purpose and a function in life. No one is higher than the other. In actuality, we need to understand that as a man just by the nature of our title, we are our wife’s covering, but also a servant of our family. Think for a minute, who goes to work? Who provides for food to be on the table? Who ensures that the family is taken care of? Yes, the answer is a Man.

A good Husband / Father will not see himself above his family, but how he can best serve them.  At all times in a marriage, the man serves the woman, and the woman serves the man. We must first understand our role, then the world will see us for what we should be. Too many times we reverse these roles and don’t understand why things are screwed up! The world sees us as loud, boisterous and demanding. That we our out of control, we do things we want, and we have to always defend our honor and respect; we are tough, unbendable and pigheaded.  But we should not think that way, nor should we let the world push us to act that way. Why do we conform to how the world perceives us?  This is stereotyping and frivolous.
As Christian men, the bible says be strong in the Lord and the power of his might. That is too be strong but at the same time be gentle as a lamb.                                                                         Why can’t we be gentle and peaceful and a help mate to all.  It’s because the world dictates that if a man is gentle, peaceful and helps others, they are wimpy.  But this is how God wants us to be.  Remember in the beginning we talked about precedence, we need to put back in perspective that a good man is a man that cares about his family, loves God and knows when a fight will not solve anything. Ask yourself about all the times when you were in a fight, did it really solve anything? There is a time that you need to be tough and hard, but there are many times, you just need to be quiet and speak in a respectable will get your point across, just as well.
DAY 4 – Week 1
PRE-READ:  Take the first 5 minutes and find your bible and read the beatitudes, then take an additional 5 minutes and read the 7 things God hate.  

Beatitudes - Matthew 5: 3-12
 (7 things GOD hates)   Proverbs 6:16-30:
   16These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 

   17A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 

   18An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 

   19A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. 

   20My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 

   21Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.
These are things we need to work on.  
Number 1:  A proud look; How many times can you count, when you are doing well, you look nice, you drive a nice car, you live in a nice home, and someone approaches you on the street and ask you for a dollar. Do you smile and say, ’no’ or do you turn your head in the sky and say, ‘I don’t believe this, why doesn’t he get a job or something’?  We can have a proud look; just by thinking we are better than others. The bible says in Proverbs 16:18, Pride goeth before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall. Remember if you know a boss or someone that doesn’t like you and has a haughty spirit, look out, because they are about to fall.                    God has created all men equal; this means men, women and children. The bible says in  Romans 12:18,  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men; which mean, some people no matter how kind you are to them will still be mean, these are people you need to pray for, not get angry at, nor turn up our nose at them. Remember that we are equal with all, we should not show pride with anything we have or anything we do!  
Number 2:  A lying tongue; Have you ever met someone that would lie just to get out of a lie.  A person who constantly lie about everything, lie about himself, lies about others and lie to ensure that he looks better, is a thing that God hates. God does not hate the person, but he hates the sin.  A person who lies shows dishonor to himself and others.

Number 3:  Hands that shed innocent blood; a murderer, a killer, an attacker etc…  Taking a life that God has given freely, is an abomination to God, especially if the life was taken from the innocent. Gangs, murderers, mafia and all who shed innocent blood for a profit, drugs, alcohol and sex are against God and they will receive their place in the bottomless pit, unless God sees fit to forgive them.  
Number 4: A heart that deviseth wicked imagination;  Wicked imagination is not limited to sexual desires, but also imaginations of becoming rich and wealthy; get rich schemes and using others to get ahead are also wicked imaginations. Anything that does not give God glory but hurt others or yourself in the process for gain is an abomination to God. Any type of pornography or so called sexual fantasy is wicked imagination. We need not sit around and think of ways of becoming rich, famous, or what we will do with certain women. It may begin with a single thought, but can quickly turn into a full-blown form of lust. Just watching television and fantasizing about the women in the sex scenes are wrong, and will cause a separation from God.  This is why the bible says, ‘pray without ceasing’, the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.  To overcome wicked imagination, we must destroy our flesh daily.
Number 5:  Swift to running to mischief; Have you ever met someone that whenever a fight broke out or someone had gossip, they would be the first one there? A person who constantly is involved in mischief is a person who does not have value in himself and does not honor others.  Mischief can tear a family, church and friendship apart. Sometimes we call these people, ‘the life of the party’; these are people who are mostly loud, like to tell the dirty jokes and drink a lot.  They are instigators and the ones who put others down to feel good about themselves.                                                      

If you have this problem, it is important now to work on it, even something small like ’wanting to know everybody’s business, is mischief’.  A person who always want to know what the Jones’ is doing, is a person who runs to mischief. The reason that most men cannot get out of their own problems, is because they are constantly in other peoples problems. Take for instance a person who jumps in the car with friends that are always getting into trouble; If those friends get into trouble and are stopped by the police for procession of an illegal substance, guess what; you have just sowed into mischief and can be arrested as well. We need to help others, not to hinder, or hinder ourselves.    

STOP – READ THE 2ND CHAPTER OF PROVERBS.
Number 6:  A false witness that speaketh lies; What’s the difference between a lying tongue and a false witness that speaketh lies. A person with a lying tongue, normally affect the people around him.  
A false witness that speaketh lies, not only affect the people around him but affect lots of others too, not just about everyday life issues but also about the word of God. A false witness that witness to others about the bible that uses lies to express his opinion of God and the bible is a blasphemer of the Holy Spirit.  Pastors and preachers who preach for entertainment rather than the truth about the word of God are false witness that speaketh lies.  Whether you witness to your brother about spiritual things or natural things, we need always exemplify honor and respect for others. We don’t sugar coat the bible, nor do we turn versus around to suit us or others. I have heard Christians who talk with other women by saying that they are ‘counseling them’to go out with them. 

Number 7:  And he that soweth discord among brethren; Have you saw the movie ‘the lucky number sleven’.  Well this number 7 is not lucky at all.  The second greatest commandment is to love your neighbor. The seventh thing God hates and is an abomination to him, is ‘He who soweth discord among his brethren’. We call this a busy body. However, it is not limited to women, in actuality; many men do this more than women. Have you ever gone to another friend’s house just to talk, and end up putting someone else down? (The bible says,’ do not cause your brother to stumble’)  It could be for something simple like, ‘his breath smells’, or something great like, ‘you know that Jim is having an affair with his secretary’. Why not pray for Jim, and hope that Jim wakes up and turns his life and marriage around.  
Instead, you present discord (lack of harmony between persons, strife, dispute or war).  When you talk about Jim, you are adding strife to an already fragile situation. Sometimes we as men need to be strong and keep certain things to ourselves, pray and let God work it out. For instance, you think that the friend you told the secret about Jim’s affair is your good friend and won’t tell anyone else?  Who told you; do you think that maybe he may have a good friend too!  After you tell him it now becomes gossip.  Not only did you present discord or a lack of harmony in a bad situation, but also sowed a major seed of hate, regret and just destroyed a marriage. Two of our oaths are Honor and Respect for all, don’t do it, if there is no Honor in it. Always honor others like God Honors you. Despite our sins, God still loves us. When you live on this earth, the only two things that you will leave behind are your honor and your respect. If you leave a Godly legacy, then people will honor you at your death for all you have done. If you treat your family and others right, your name will be upheld with respect. Your friends and family will respect you, and your legacy will go down through the generations. That may not mean nothing to a live person, but it will mean a lot if you are succeeded by your children and wife.  
You want them to say, ‘Dad was alright, I miss him”; not, “didn’t he make a mess out of everything, he never did one right thing in his whole life and He was always mean to us, selfish and only cared about himself’. Sowing discord among your brethren is placing strife in situations; these situations could be church, home work or school. Christians who want to become an associate pastor of a church can sow discord into the church by bad-mouthing others, or setting up the person that is interested in that position to fail. If the position is for you then God will make it happen; to step on the shoulders and heads of others to get ahead is abomination to God. To cause your brother to fall or fail is the 7th abomination to God. Remember God hates the sin and not the person, this should tell you or others that you can change and will have the chance to live a clean and Godly life.
Those are the 7 things God hates. We need to live the opposite of those 7 things. We need to ensure that we walk as Godly men: teaching, coaching, mentoring other men, and living a Godly example everyday of our life.  If we take care of others, God will take care of us!
DAY 5 – Week 1

Despite perception, all creatures of God are special!
If we think that being a man is seeing how many women we can have sex with, overstepping our wives and kids, doing what we want when we want; we our wrong, dead wrong! (Literally) 
You must understand that God has made us a little lower than the angels and that we are expected to live a Godly life just like Angels; we should be Priest of our homes. When we think of being a priest of our home, we should think that a Priest in the days of old were in charge of praying for their congregation, providing an offering to God on behalf of their sins and entering into the temple for prayer. As priest of the home, we must cover our family with prayer, we must go to God on behalf of our kids and ask God to lead them in the right direction, we must offer to God our offering of tithes and prayer to keep the blood of Jesus on the doorpost.

We should be teachers of knowledge about Christ in our work place.  If every man puts on the mantle of God’s glory, we would not have poverty, rapes, murders and pornography in the world today.  But we as men get complacent and selfish and want to do things our way.
Let’s not have the world perceive us in an un-Godly way, the world should see a man far off and know he is a man by his upright posture and attitude. They should know he is a man by how he treats his wife and kids. They should know he is a man by how he treat others.

Now that you completed this section, what do you think?  Not only you, as an individual have to change the world’s perception, but we as a group of men must work together to change the perception of society.  Remember, if we change the order of precedence that is, doing a lot more right things, the right things will eventually out-weigh the wrong things then we change the order of precedence.  If we change the precedence, we change the perception, we change the world.  It only takes one person in your community to change others. If you begin, then others will follow.  Use Day 6 & 7 to review, go back and take a paragraph, read it and then meditate on it and see if you are doing your part.  Then on the 7th day, go back at the end of the week and read the entire section again.  Question: “How you view yourself now?

 If it has been one week – advance to Week 2 – Being strong, temptation & and the Devil!
BEING STRONG, TEMPTATION & THE DEVIL – WEEK 2
DAY 1

In this section, we want you to get deeper into the word of God. Ensure you take the time to look up and cross-reference every scripture in week 2.
Being Strong – The fight is not given to the swift or strong, but to those that endure to the end.  Before we can be strong, we first have to know who we are.  What is a man?  Take this day and read the book of Ruth, we want you to go into Day 2 understanding the role of a man, we then will discuss being a BOAZ man at the end of your last two weeks.

DAY 2 – Week 2

Temptation

In the book every man’s battle, it talked about temptation, it told you how to view temptation and that temptations will come, and gave you the tools to combat against temptation.  We first must understand that God does not tempt.  Temptation does make you strong.  But, let’s stop and learn what is temptation.  You will see this again as a Squire.

The Definition

How do we define the word temptation?  The Webster’s dictionary describes tempt, the first part of temptation as; “encourage or draw into a foolish or wrong course of action”.  It also labels this word Tempt as a noun.  We know from our childhood that a noun is a person, place or thing.  Don’t you find it ironic that such a word as temptation should be a verb (which is an action) rather than a noun?  Although we are not sure if Webster was a Christian or not, we do know that it he (was right on the mark with the word ‘tempt’.

If tempt is a noun, then that would mean it is not an ‘action’ that we do, but more of a place that we get ourselves into. (right about now your eyes should light up, like mine did when the

 Lord revealed this to me). 

 The only way you can fall into temptation is to be in that place, be around certain people & do the wrong things.

The greatest story ever told was the story of Joseph in the house of Potiphar.  Joseph was in a (place) alone with Potiphar’s wife (person) when she pushed herself upon him (thing) noun= person, place or thing.  He then fled ripping his own coat in the process.

(  

The question, “If Joseph was not in a Potiphar’s house alone, would he have been tempted?  Of course, Joseph could only answer.( Nevertheless, if we look at the facts, If Joseph would have been around other member’s of the house, most likely Potiphar's wife would not have came on to him!  Think back at times you were tempted, whether it is gambling, drugs, adultery, fornication or even other things.  (Take a moment to think of a situation and write down the temptation and the place where your were tempted)

	
	Temptation
	Place
	Scale 1-10

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	


On a scale of 1 to 10, ten being you were in a place where temptation might occur and one being you were not near the place at all, You properly (chose five or higher for at least two out of the three. The reason is to get into the entrapment or enticement of temptation you first have to be in a place to get tempted! Take for instance something simple like gambling.  

If you drive by a gambling hall or a casino, you are in a place to be tempted to drop a quarter in the slot machine or take part in a hand of cards.  

Question, “When does temptation come”?   

If your money is low and you like to gamble, every thought or everything you watch or listen to will be directed toward that particular temptation. You must always know and understand that it’s that old ugly devil that is tempting you! 
One of the biggest temptation that creates a foundation for other temptations is loneliness.   Of all the books I have read, no one addresses loneliness.  Loneliness can bring a strong man to his knees in a matter of weeks.  That is why it is important if all possible to work in your hometown.   A lonely man is at risk to fall into diver’s temptations, because he is trying to fill that empty void that he feels.  He can turn to eating, drinking, pornography, adulterous affairs and even drugs.  It is sometimes good for a man to have a sports fetish, because this encompasses his time when he is away.  A man without hobbies is a man open to opportunity.  The key to overcoming loneliness when you are away from home is to call your spouse as much as possible, find something that is interesting to do, keep busy and stay in prayer.  If you are going to be gone more than a month, find a church and begin attending all services.  Remember, “An idle mind is the devil’s workshop”.  Stay away from people and places that will cause you to sin; example, clubs or bars.  These places offer quick opportunity to sin and sin big.  They offer drinking, smoking, sex, drugs and women that will tempt you beyond measure.  Not only is this place dangerous but it will also create a habit.  Anything that you do and begin to like will eventually become habit forming.  

Note: God cannot be tempted by evil, nor He Himself ‘tempt ‘anyone (James 1:13).  The devil is a deceiver!  Now that we understand that, and know that the devil is a deceiver.  We must know that he would do anything to ensure we fail.
DAY 3 – Week 2
Other Temptations

These are ‘other temptations’ we do not think of: impatience, greediness, stingy, jealousy, buying too much stuff, credit cards, and being mean towards others; just to name a few.  Satan will tempt you in these things as well.  Even with these, Satan will pick where you are weak to make you feel that it’s something you have to have, you have to do, have to be, or a way you have to act!  When it is wrong, Satan pushes you to believe that it is important and urgent that you have to do it now!(
REVIEW

Galatians 5:19-21 list the works of the flesh, which are: Adultery         Fornication         uncleanness         lasciviousness          Idolatry     witchcraft         hatred         variance     emulations     wrath     strife     seditions         heresies     envying     murders         drunkenness     reveling.

Each of these are deadly temptations.  We need to understand the definition of each and understand how to recognize them as well as how to stop them…   

Avoid Temptation

1. Whenever something looks so good that you just have to have.  RUN FROM IT!
 This is Enticement            

2. Whenever it seems like the perfect opportunity to do something, but it questions your morals, integrity and beliefs.  TURN AWAY FROM IT!     This is opportunity.
3. Whenever you feel your senses are getting out of control for something you want so bad that you feel that you can’t move.  GET AWAY FROM IT!   This is pleasure. 
4. Whenever the acceptance of doing something bad is greater than doing good!     PRAY ON IT!    This is reward_

5. Whenever you feel so bad about something you done, and you don’t want to do it again.  This is remorse          Listen!  Ask Forgiveness    Don’t do it again      Pray!     
6. Before the Final Stage which is :   DESTRUCTION!

(
The Bible says in Matthew 7:13 (NKJV), “broad is the way to destruction and many go by it.”  Have you noticed when you sin you have many friends as well as many opportunities.  You will constantly meet people who want to be involved in your sin, whether to be part or lead you into more sin. The reason, is because the broader the road, the more exits you can take.  Think of a superhighway that leads to three or four cities.  It gives you unlimited access called opportunities.  

These Super highways dead end onto a road that leads to destruction, ‘the bottomless pit.’  Tough huh?    Do you want me to sugar coat the word of God or tell you the truth!
DAY 4 –Week 2

The devil wants to sift us like wheat

When you sift wheat, you are getting all the bad stuff out.  But the devil wants to sift you and get the good stuff out.  Why do you think we get depressed and stressed out. The devil is sifting us…  He’s leading us to believe that we have nothing but problems upon problems, while he is trying to sift God’s blessings right out of our life.

Turn to Luke 22:31.  See the devil seeked after Simon to sift him as wheat but Jesus said I have prayed for you.  Knights, Jesus is praying for us, that we not fall into the hands of the devil.  It goes on to say in the 32 versus,” Once you’ve been converted”...  That is once you change, once you overcome.  Strengthen you brother.  That means bow yourself up, gain strength, and grab your brother by the hand and pull him out of the devils clutches.  If Joseph had never strengthened himself, his brothers would have died in the famine.  

Seek – means to look for something that you lost or to ‘look for’, but means you may not always find, but you seek to look for something you lost or want. 

You may seek out a friend that you haven’t seen in awhile

You may seek for a key or tape, or CD you lost.  When you cannot find it, you begin to tear your house and rooms up to find it.  You began to get frantic, I have to find it, I have to find it; before you know what’s going on, you have become obsessed of trying to find what you lost.  The devil seeks you out the same way, he continues to walk around ‘To and Fro’ to seek and seek and seek, to find someone that he can use.  He would use anything against you, anything that is anything you hold most dear.

1. Like your kids

2. Your friends

3. Your boyfriends or girlfriends
4. Your money, cars and house
5. Even your Spouse
While the devil is seeking us, we need to seek the face of God!


1. Matthew 6:33 says we need to seek God and all these things will be added

2. Matthew 7:7 says seek and you shall find, knock and the doors shall be open

3. 1 Corinthians 14:12, says “seek that you may abound for the edifying of the church”

4. Colossians 3:1 “ seek those things that are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God

5. Hebrews 11:6  That he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

If we don’t seek God, the Devil your Adversary is walking around like roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

If you don’t stand for Jesus, you don’t stand for anything, which means you serve the devil and that means, ”HE HAS ALREADY sought you out and FOUND YOU!’

We have to stop letting the devil get a foot holed on us, by making us fill sick, stressed and upset.  If he gains a foot hole, his strategy will be to make us believe that we are worst off than we really are.  The worst he can make you feel, the harder it will be to rise above sickness, stress and anger.
DAY 5 – Week 2

The Majority of divorces end because of extra-martial affairs

1 John 2:16 ‘For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world’.

Lust and fornication are destroying our men, it comes in a house and destroys the tiny fibers and soul of our life.   Lust and fornication is the number one cause of affairs.  

Lust and fornication in our life make us feel guilty, edgy, upset and tired because we stay up until one and two o’clock in the morning letting it encompass our life.  It affects our job because we are tired and we can’t think straight; we can’t make quality decisions, it makes us age and we have to live off coffee or other drugs to stay awake and alert.   Fornication and pornography uses all of our senses and degrades the three major traits that we need to maintain a healthy life: spiritual, mental and physical.  It will affect our spiritual connection with God,  it places tricks on our mental state and causes us to physically use our body for unrighteousness.  The internet has made it easy to date, have affairs and commit fornication; this is a bad thing because it takes an innocent person and turns them into something that they are not ready for.

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 - Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.
STOP NOW and read the following passage – Job the 31st Chapter
As you close this module, please remember these:
1. Be strong, be fair and apply gentleness in everything you do.
2. Gird your loins, stand up and be counted as blessed, don’t let the world change you.

3. Don’t allow pride to rob you of your strength.

4. Attack one battle at a time- overcome one and begin on the other – but you don’t fight the battle –The battle belongs to the Lord. 

5. To be used by the devil is a decision - He will do anything he can to set up a scenario for you to fall.  Example, you leave on a business trip, after just having a major argument with your wife.  That night you see strip club and think that this is the perfect opportunity to get back at your wife; recognize his tricks, he has orchestrated this scenario. Things just don’t just happen, they happen for a reason.  He looks at your weaknesses.  
6. Some of our weaknesses could be money, anger, women or all the above. Recognize your weakness and try not to put yourself in situations that will cause you to become weak.
7. The devil will throw all kinds of battles against you; poverty, pornography, work, home, family, church and lots more.  We need to see these as battles and take the appropriate steps. Just because we are in church, we still need to gird our lions against those that are not saved, and want to step on who ever to be noticed by the Pastor!
8. Eph 2:10 ‘For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.’
Men can rise up above everything

· Men can do anything they put there mind to do, no matter what the task, no matter how long it takes.
· What you bring into your soul, TV, VH1, BET, DVDs, will affect you and your relationship with God and your family.  How you go about your daily life and the decisions you make is up to you, but remember what a wrong decision can affect.
i. Relationship with God

ii. Relationship with your Wife

iii. Relationship with your Kids

iv. Relationship with your Church

v. Relationship with your Job

vi. Relationship with Friends

vii. And the relationship of how the world perceives you!
Day 6- review all section. Day 7 to review all the scriptures.

WOW, another week has just passed.  You should have learned a lot in this section.  In everything, you do the rest of the your life, apply the sequence of temptation and how the devil can sift you.  Think about how you can change things that you do now, to obtain a better relationship with the seven things above.  Use this section as a reference; refer back to it when you get in an unfamiliar place.  
 If it has been 1 week – advance to Marriage, Family and Divorce
MARRIAGE, FAMILY & DIVORCE – Week 3 
DAY 1

The bible says, ‘Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth  favour of the LORD.     Proverbs 18:22

Introduction

Several years ago, the Saturday Evening Post published an article entitled “The Seven Ages of the Married Cold.” It revealed the reaction of a husband to his wife’s colds during their first seven years of marriage. It went something like this:

The first year: “Sugar dumpling, I’m really worried about my baby girl. You’ve got a bad sniffle, and there’s no telling about these things with all this strep throat going around. I’m putting you in the hospital this afternoon for a general checkup and a good rest. I know the food’s lousy, but I’ll be bringing your meals in from Rosini’s. I’ve already got it all arranged with the floor superintendent.”

The second year: “Listen, darling, I don’t like the sound of that cough. I called Doc Miller and asked him to rush over here. Now you go to bed like a good girl, please? Just for Papa.”

The third year: “Maybe you’d better lie down, honey: nothing like a little rest when you feel lousy. I’ll bring you something to eat. Have you got any canned soup?”

The fourth year: “Now look, dear, be sensible. After you’ve fed the kids, washed the dishes and finished the floor, you’d better lie down.”

The fifth year: “Why don’t you take a couple of aspirin?”

The sixth year: “I wish you’d just gargle or something, instead of sitting around all evening barking like a seal!”

The seventh year: “For Pete’s sake, stop sneezing! Are you trying to give me pneumonia?”

STOP at this first page and compare your marriage with the 7 years above.  Below list 3 strengths and 3 weaknesses of your marriage.  These are your strengths and weaknesses. Follow the examples.           Example My strengths



Example My Weaknesses

1.   Buy my wife everything



1.  Not understanding at times

2.  Treat like a Queen




2.  Get irritated a lot

3.  Loves her dearly




3.  Perfectionist

Second – list 3 strengths and 3 weaknesses that you see in your wife.

1.  She’s very loving




1.  She babies the kids

2.  Takes good care of me



2.  Helps others too much

3.  Very good cook




3.  Spends too much money
Now take each one of her strengths and weaknesses, compare it with your and eliminate the weaknesses that she has that is irrelevant, that is not a big bother.  Then eliminate yours that can be overcome and create one list of weaknesses.

Example weaknesses elimination (note the other two (1) & (2) are easy to fix               Perfectionist (3), is the only weakness left, the others were eliminated.  You will notice that your weaknesses has a direct correlation to her strengths and vise a versa. – the summation of perfectionist, is we try to please each other too much!  

1. If you look at all the strengths and weaknesses as a hold, you will see that because I do not understand at times, it is probably because I see her babying the kids.  I probably get irritated because she spends too much money and helps others.  Together we can work on our weakness that causes each other to have weaknesses.  Now you try it.  Notice that it will be the same for you.  Powerful? 

My strengths





My weaknesses
1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

Her strengths





Her weaknesses

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.
Now sum it up with the one list of weaknesses…..

DAY 2 – Week 3

The decline of marriage as seen through the common cold. A funny look at a not-so-funny reality.

When I first heard that story, I laughed but at the same time it struck fear in me. We have this image of love that lasts a lifetime. But, I’ve been married eight years, and while I certainly haven’t accused Lori of barking like a seal, I have seen some changes in our marriage and not all of them for the better.

Are you still treating the woman you married the same way you did when you were dating or when you were first married? I hope so, but in case you aren’t, I want to share with you what I have discovered recently about love and marriage.

This is a hard lesson to share because it is so personal and it reveals my weaknesses. It shows where I fail. But I share it because I know others may be going through the same things. If you are, you are looking for answers. I think I’ve discovered one answer. So let’s look at it.

The answer comes in a rather cryptic picture of marriage—one that has puzzled many people and sent some down the wrong path, but it is a great model for building and growing a marriage. We will see that there is an exhortation, an example and an expectation for us to follow. Let’s take a look at Ephesians 5:25 to discover the model for genuine love that lasts a lifetime.

Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 26 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

Love Your Wife Sacrificially 
So She Blooms as God Planned

Love your wife (25a)

Paul begins with the statement, “Husbands, love your wives.” It sounds like such a simple statement, but what does he mean? What does it mean to love? 

I was asked this question the other day with reference to my wife, and my answer was that I wanted her to be happy. Imagine my surprise when a few days later I read the following quote from C. S. Lewis: “… by Love … most of us mean kindness—the desire to see others than the self happy; not happy in this way or in that, but just happy.” He goes on to say that God is not like that. “God does not govern the universe on such lines. And since God is Love, I conclude that my conception of love needs correction.” 
My concept of love was wrong. I thought that loving your wife meant sacrificing yourself and your desires to make her happy. It’s true that true love involves kindness and sacrifice, but it doesn’t stop there. 

Then how do we determine what love is? Let’s read on and see what Paul says. He has given us the exhortation to love, and now he gives us the example of love. 

Paul says, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” From this example of Christ, we can draw our second point.

Love your wife sacrificially 
When we think of Christ’s sacrifice for the church we immediately think about the cross. He died for us. If that is our example, how do we apply that? I doubt if any of us will ever be called to literally die for our wives, so how do we sacrifice?

I think the key is understanding what it means to sacrifice. First we see what sacrifice is not.

Sacrifice is not just acts of kindness
Too often we read verse 25 and immediately jump on the sacrificial part and come up with a list of things we can do for our wives. In fact, I went to a Family Life Conference this last year and that is exactly what they did. The speaker asked the audience for examples of sacrificial acts of kindness that we could do for our wives. One guy yelled out, “Do the ironing!” Another yelled, “Do the dishes!” Then some wise guy said, “Change the oil!” Anyway, the list can go on and on—wash the dishes, clean the bathroom, iron, give up Monday night football, etc. Most of us are challenged by such lists because there is usually something on the list that has been forgotten. People like lists. 
They like steps and procedures. Why? Because they feel like they are in control. If you do those things then you have fulfilled your obligation and your conscience is pacified. But is that what it means to give sacrificial love?

What happens if we follow these steps? The husband gives up golf or hunting or Monday night football. He does all the chores around the house. He says, “I’ve got an attitude of sacrifice.” But his attitude might be self-centered. Maybe it is nothing more than working up Brownie points. He expects to be paid back. If he doesn’t get paid back, he stops trying.

Maybe the question to ask is, “What is the motivation?” To put it in the terms Larry Crabb used in his book called The Marriage Builder—is the motivation manipulation or ministry? If it is manipulation, then the husband is doing it because he expects his wife will be happier and treat him better. Most people have the idea that marriage is a 50/50 relationship. That is manipulation. If he is doing it out of the idea of ministering to her then he isn’t doing it for his own benefit. He is doing it for hers. 

I read The Marriage Builder before we were married, so I knew this stuff going in to the relationship. I used to struggle with these ideas and what my motivation was. I was always very helpful around the house. I don’t leave my clothes on the floor, don’t watch football, I do wash dishes, and iron regularly, etc. But things did not remain the same as when we were dating or first married. Lori did not respond to me the same way she used to. That’s not meant to be a criticism of Lori because as I’ll explain later, there was nothing to respond to. Anyway, I continually told myself that I was just supposed to minister to her and not manipulate her. So I sometimes felt like a martyr.

Does this mean that Larry Crabb is wrong? No. I just misunderstood what it meant to minister to your wife. I only had a vague and negative idea that ministering was performing acts of kindness and not expecting any results. Christ will fill up your void, etc. Do you know what my idea of ministering was lacking? My ministry lacked direction. I had no goal. But I think I’ve finally discovered what it means to minister to your wife, and it comes in the next two verses.

Sacrifice is risking emotional pain
You may not believe it but sacrifice really involves risking yourself. 

When you look at Christ’s sacrifice you understand that His death was not just an act of kindness. It was the pain of rejection when He entered our world to call us to Himself. Before we can begin to understand this concept we must recognize the motivation. We can never comprehend why God did what He did, but I think we can get a glimpse of the motivation which will help us as husbands see what our goal is supposed to be.

DAY 3 – Week 3

What is our purpose as husbands? What do we expect to happen? What is the expectation of Love?

Love your wife sacrificially so she blooms as God planned 
The purpose of love is the perfecting of the one loved.

The next two verses have three clauses in them that show the purpose of Christ’s sacrifice and love. I think having the same goal as Christ is the key to loving. So what is His goal?

Christ’s first goal is that He might sanctify her
To sanctify means to set apart. When you marry someone you set them apart from the world. They are set apart for special protection, special care, for special attention, for a special purpose.

When you get married, that is what you have done. You have taken her out of the world and set her apart because you want to devote special attention to her. What is the goal of this special attention?

Christ’s second goal is to present her in glory having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing
Christ’s third goal is that she should be holy and blameless
Christ loves the church and is committed to removing all the blemishes so He can present her in all her glory and beauty to Himself. This is the purpose of love. To bring about the perfection of the beloved.

This is not a new idea. You might recall Ephesians 1:4 which says, “He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.” This illustrates how God’s love is directed towards our improvement and making us beautiful. 

So the goal of love is not just kindness motivated by a desire to make your wife happy. The goal is to build her up to bring about God’s purpose in her. 

How do we know what God’s purpose for her is? 1 Peter 3:7 says “Live with your wives according to knowledge…” In other words know her. Know what she needs. Know what she is good at and what she is not so good at. Know her talents and help her develop them. 

How do we get to know our wife? By involvement. Do things together, talk about significant things, etc.

How Does That Work? 

Sacrifice means I’m prepared to do those acts of kindness like watch the kids, clean the house on Tuesday and Thursday. That may free her to pursue things outside of our relationship like having her own business. That will help her grow in ways I couldn’t. She will encounter new challenges and encounter blind spots in her life that I don’t even see. She will have confrontation among her peers that will be different than what we experience within the marriage. 

Sacrifice means I’m prepared to risk my feelings and the pain of rejection.  Sometimes it may mean vulnerably sharing your deepest concerns and feelings.
DAY 4 – Week 3

Take the first 30 minutes and fill in the blanks below.

	My Wife’s Goals
	Goals I helped her meet
	What can I do to continue her spiritual uplifting

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	

	5
	
	


The Exhortation Is to Love Our Wives

The example of love is Christ’s sacrificial love for the church. We saw that sacrifice doesn’t mean just acts of kindness that end in self-centered martyrdom. It involves giving up your patterns of self-protection.

The expectation of love is the perfecting of the beloved. We want to be God’s instrument for building up our wives. The only way we will be able to do that is if we sacrifice ourselves and are willing to be hurt in loving involvement in our wife’s life.

Wives can apply much of what I’ve said today because we husbands are not perfect and there are hurtful things that we do that need to be brought into the open and dealt with, but …

My dad once said to me that 85% of problems in marriage can be traced to the husband’s fault. I’m sure that was not a scientific measurement, but it made me realize that in the vast majority of cases that’s the truth. As we have gone through this passage, I have discovered that he is probably right. There is a great deal of responsibility placed on the husband for the maturity of the woman, God has brought into our lives. So love your wife sacrificially so that she blooms as God planned.     Bible.org

DAY 5 – Week 3

How to Show Your Wife or Husband That You Truly Love Them
Here are some steps to show your partner how much you really love them. 

Steps 

1. Expand your love to include yourself. This may sound contrary to the objective, but you can't really love your partner fully until you love the parts of yourself that you previously believed are unlovable. This doesn't have to happen overnight, but each day, you might spend ten minutes loving yourself the way that you want to love your partner. Follow the steps below and apply them to yourself as well. As you increase love for yourself, your love for your partner will grow even deeper. 

2. Find out your partner's preferred "Love Language." Do they know you love them when you speak words of love? Or maybe they feel loved by your actions? Some people feel loved by receiving little gifts, and others by the time that is spent with them. Each are great ways of loving someone, but finding out your partner's preference will enable you to love them in ways that are particularly valuable to them. 

3. Speak your love. Clear communication will let your partner know how much you love them. Speaking from your experience is a way of sharing yourself so that your partner can hear it. You might say, "My heart expands when you walk into the room." or "I think about you throughout my day, and each time I do, I smile." Say whatever is true for you. 

4. Show your love through your actions, such as drawing a bath, giving a massage, doing the dishes, or writing a poem. Choose an action that appeals to you as well as your partner! If you're doing something you don't want to do, no matter how much you love your partner, it'll show. 

5. Spend time being present with your partner. (This is often the least used, but the most powerful form of loving.) Turn off the phone, the TV, computer, and the radio and sit together allowing yourselves to experience each other without words. Being present with one another allows for total acceptance, and expands the love that you both feel. 

6. Appreciate yourself and your partner. Successful relationships have a 5 to 1 ratio of appreciations to criticisms. Notice things big and small about your partner that you really value, and say them out loud. 

7. Speak the truth. Telling your partner your truth is such a loving thing to do because it shows trust, respect, and it creates a deep connection. If you want to share how much you love them, but don't know how, it's okay to say exactly that. If you're scared you'll do it wrong, then tell her that. The truth doesn't have to be positive to be meaningful. It just needs to be true for you. 

Tips 

· You can't make a mistake in loving someone. Anything you do with love in your heart is a wonderful thing-- for you. If that person also feels loved by it, then that's great too! 

· Take your partner out to different places such as out for dinners, movies, or vacation.

DAY 6 – Week 3

Her security blanket – getting down to business

Women are about being content, they may not always show how happy they are for what you have provided for them; home, food, clothes, cars,  or jewelry, but if they walk around and have a sense of security in their lives, then they are truly happy.  What if your boss tells you each day that your job is secure, how would that make you feel?  He is the owner of the business and not only tell you, but show you that you will not be going anywhere as long as you want to stay, would you feel content, happy?  Women are the same way, men are the bread winners of the family, but we sometime threaten our spouse’s lively hood by making them feel a lack of security.  If they do not listen to us, then it’s over for them.  We ask them to quit their job and move out of their parent’s house to marry us, so that we can take care of them.  However, once we marry them, we forget they are our partners and instead treat them like they are our employee.  We tell them to get up each morning and work around the house, wait on us hand and foot, throw them low wages, and if they over sleep or don’t provide sex in a timely manner, then they will be fired!  We must remember that although women may not work outside the house or may only have a part-time job, does not mean she doesn’t work hard!  
It pleases God for a woman to take care of her family, in the same way we as men take care of them by putting food on the table.  Sometimes, taking care of the husband, the house and the kids are more important than making money!  If you ever stayed home for a week to help out, it is a major task.  So why not treat her job as if it is just as important as your job.  Why not make her feel secure.   When you make women feel insecure in the home, they begin to feel uncomfortable and not know where their place is anymore.  We must remember a relationship is a 50/50 split, not an 80/20 split.  Allow your wife to feel good about her relationship with you, and that will come from her being secure at home.  What if she made all the money, and constantly made you feel that you were inadequate?   It would not feel as good.  

She has voting rights, she has opinions and she has ways of doing things that sometimes can are better than ours.  True, she may baby the kids, she may not be the greatest housewife, she may nag a lot, but if you were to look at yourself, are you any better, are you so perfect that you can put her down?  Do you think you can find someone better than her that can do a better job?    We should ask these questions to ourselves. The key to this lesson is to learn and love yourself, be secure in yourself, understand your faults and strength’s, so that you can understand her faults and strengths.  Ephesians 5:28   So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.   

In the past you saw something in her, that grew from getting to know her, to liking her, to loving her, to marrying her.  What ever happened in between is sometimes trivial.  Always ask yourself; if I die tomorrow or if she died tomorrow, would it have made a difference how I treated her; 99.9% of the time the answer would be ‘NO’.  Every now and then, it may be yes, those ‘yes’ sometimes are the things you address and work through with compassionate.  The word ‘compassion’ is so important in a relationship.  The definition of relationship means, “an emotional or other connection between people’.  Other definition of compassion are mercy, tenderness, heart; so we are in an emotional connection with another person and we should show mercy, tenderness and a deep love for them in everything we do.  Tender words go a lot farther than harsh words.   Don’t live in a generational curse, ‘my father was hard on my mother’, so that’s why I am the way I am.

Some how men always have that King of the jungle, lion mentality, watch me roar!  Don’t get me wrong, women should also show compassion as well, but it is our job to be ultimately in charge of the affairs of our home, it’s not the women’s place, it’s the man’s place.  
That’s why we need to be strong, tough, but yet do things gently, we need to be in control of our affairs, but yet be willing to listen, be a partner and trustworthy.  A trustworthy man allows women to put down their guard.  A trustworthy woman allows a man to take care of her.   Learn who you are so you can love her, for who she is.
DAY 7 – Week 3                                                                               Affairs & Divorce – the secret Killer
Ephesians 5:23,  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the body.

Statistics from Adulterous Affairs & Divorce

According to Annette Lawson, author of "Adultery," first published in 1989 by Basic Books.
"The various researchers arrive at a general consensus…suggesting that above one-quarter to about one-half of married women have at least one affair after they are married.  Married men probably still stray more often than married women—perhaps from 50 percent to 65 percent by the age of forty." 
According to Maggie Scarf, author of "Intimate Partners," first published in 1987 by Random House, re-issued in 1996 by Ballentine.
"Most experts do consider the 'educated guess' that at the present time some 50 to 65 percent of husbands and 45 to 55 percent of wives become extra-martially involved by the age of 40 to be a relatively sound and reasonable one."

As affairs rise, so does the divorce rate.  ( below are divorce statistics by age)

	AGE
	WOMEN
	MEN

	Under 20 year old
	27.6%
	11.7%

	20 to 24 years old
	36.6%
	38.8%

	25 to 29 years old
	16.4%
	22.3%

	30 to 34 years old
	8.5%
	11.6%

	35 to 39 years old
	5.1%
	6.5%


The divorce rate in America for first marriage, vs second or third marriage
50% percent of first marriages, 67% of second and 74% of third marriages end in divorce, according to Jennifer Baker of the Forest Institute of Professional Psychology in Springfield, Missouri.” 

According to enrichment journal on the divorce rate in America:
The divorce rate in America for first marriage is 41%
The divorce rate in America for second marriage is 60%
The divorce rate in America for third marriage is 73%

Don’t let affairs and divorce kill your marriage.  See affairs for what they are, they are a deception from the devil.   Affairs are nothing more than lust.  If it grows, it will overtake you.  After an affair ends, nothing is left except guilt and regret.  When you figure that the only way out of your relationship is divorce, then you are giving up on what God has given you.  You give up on her, you give up on your kids.  Just like affairs, divorce never solves anything but wrecks a family.  It leaves kids fatherless and a wife without a husband.  It leaves you as a man, without a wife.  Your commitment is to God and your family, not to another woman.  We all are lonely at times, tired, upset and want to run, but what makes a strong man, is the man that runs to the store, buy some flowers, come back, and say I’m sorry.  Women need men to look up to, men to trust and men that make them feel secure.  Any women that breaks into a marriage and sleeps with a man, does not have respect for herself or you, and is a signal to you that she is not worth losing your family or life over.  The bible says the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life! (Romans 6:23)
Time at Home

When at home, be home!  Always remember that their will be time for you to do the things you want to do.  Mark my word, in 365 days in a year, their will always be time for you to do what you want to do, so be patient.
Stay home sometimes, the woman most likely did not marry you for money but for you to be home with her and be married. Working away from home for a year to make money, is not always the best thing.  First, you leave your spouse open to all kinds of Satan tricks and move into a Father role; second, you are away from home and susceptible in incurring all kinds of temptations…  Also when you are home be home, don’t do work; but try spending more time with family.  
Go to the store with them, go shopping, participate in things they want to do.  If you do that, trust me, your family will offer time for you take care of your extracurricular activities.

Quality time with Kids 
Spend time at home with your kids.  If your kids ask you a question, listen to the question, don’t assume you know what they are talking about.  When you continue to work while your kids are talking, you give them divided attention.  You want to give them undivided attention.  That means 100%.  Undivided attention is 50% of what you are working on, and 50% listening.  The problem, is when our kids grow up, all they remember from dad is the 50%.  You create two problems when you do this.  One, you create a generational curse.  That son or daughter will carry that 50% to their kids.  The second problem is that the child has only felt 50% OF YOUR Love.  When your kids get older, they will remember the 50/50, and when you begin to lecture them, they will always say and know you were too busy to talk with me.
Kids need a role model; they need a Dad to show them how to be men and women.  A mother cannot raise a son to be a man, only a man can.  A Dad can’t raise a daughter to be a women, only a mother can.  But a mother can show a son how to treat women and a dad can show a daughter how to view men.  It’s true that men are the disciplinary of the home.  It’s almost like good cop, bad cop, but when you scold your kids, ensure that you do it with gentleness and kindness and never out of anger.  If you want to see what you were like as a Dad, watch your gown-up son or daughter with their kids.
What ever you teach your children today, echoes throughout an eternity.  If you teach them Godly values they will process and show Godly values.  If you show them a dark world, then they will live in a dark world.  This is why incest is so wrong and so bad.  It breaks down the barrier of trust, respect, hope and love.  It replaces it with fear, promiscuity, hate and confusion.  If you ever find yourself in this situation or thoughts enter your mind, get down on your knees and pray to God until he tells you to rise.  Spend time outside the house, go to bed early with your wife, run, whatever it takes, you do it, but do not ever fall victim to incest, it will totally destroy the person and the family.  Most scars of incest cut so deep that most girls or boys never recover.  We need to carry good values over to our children.   We need to treat our kids like they are our kids.  Respect them, love them, cherish them, be happy to see them and take care of them.  Your job as a father is to take care of your children, the bible says, ‘do not provoke them to anger’.  
That means to stop pushing their buttons until they get upset.  Remember they come from you, whether they are yours or step children, eventually your personality will rub off, on them good or bad.  
When you push their buttons they are only acting like you! So don’t get mad at them.  Just don’t push and push and push.  
Remember everyone has a breaking point.   Boys have breaking points, you need to be their when they do and comfort them, just like you would do for your daughter.  Love your son and daughter equally, take care of them the same, love them the same, but treat a boy as a boy and a girl as a girl.  A boy will become a man one day and have to take care of his family.  A girl will be married one day and have to take care of her husband and her kids.  Give them the tools they need to be successful at each.

Men

· Are the head of the house hold – what does that mean.  A head on a pedestal is only a head on the pedestal, it has no functions except to instructs and lead the body where it should go.
· Wives are the neck, the head does not turn without the neck.

· Kids our the legs and arms -  They help you grow and see life through a different window.
Family

· Spending 100% of quality time, not 20% listening, 80% working

· Are you giving your wife 60/40 or 50/50?  A good relationship is not giving our wife 40% of the credit and you take 60%.  Are all the decisions based on your opinion, in contrast, it should be a 50/50 split.  When that 50% cannot be accomplished, then the 51/49 begins, leaving you as the head of the household to make that 1% decision.
· Depositing points in your account: Every time you do something good in your relationship, you gain good points with your spouse.  Every time you do something bad, you get points deducted.  When your bad points are more than your good points, you have a deficit or an overdrawn account.  
· At that point your credit score is affected and it will be hard for you to get a loan.  Example, my wife is always on me about cutting the grass, helping around the house, be nicer to the kids etc… This is because you have used all your good points and now you don’t have anything to show for it.   
· The key is to making good deposits is to show you wife that you can take care of the house, spend quality time with the kids, be happy and helpful. Then if one weekend you do not want to cut the grass, she would probably want you just to go relax and look at the game.
· I knew a man that had about 1 million good points.  His wife hired a lawn service to take care of the yard, every weekend he played golf, and she paid for it.  How did he do this, how did he get that many points?  It’s because when he was home, he was at home; Monday –Friday was 100% home quality time; playing with the kids, helping the spouse around the house, going shopping, fixing things needed to be fixed and Sunday at church with family.  
· So Saturday was designated Dad’s golf day.  Did he go every Saturday? No, some Saturdays he spent quality time at home with the family again.  His family as knew him as, ‘Dad is the greatest Dad ever!”
Although we are stronger by nature, we must remember that women are the weaker vessel.  That doesn’t mean we trample over their feelings, tell them what to do and how to do it, or vice-a-versa.   We have to understand that they are weaker by nature meaning they cannot take the things we do, or do the things we do.  Women were made fragile.  We need to always remember this when our male ego attitude appear.  We must always share their feelings as well as tread lightly when we have to stand firm on an issue.  In every house, every business, every church, their can only be one person making the final decisions.  This does not mean women can’t make a decision, by all means they should be a 50% partner in every decision that is made, but it is the man who says the final words of ‘lets do it or let’s not do’ it when there is a tie breaker.  The man becomes the final decision maker only because that final decision is based on two things:  Is it a Godly decision, and will the decision help the family?  If the decision is based on something you wanted or material gain only, then it is not your decision to make alone because it is a one-sided self-decision.  Decisions based on conducting a crime, cheating or lying is a decision that is not discussed as an option nor should it be considered by any man or women.  Committing a crime, cheating and lying are sins, and sin will catch up with you or follow you all of your life.  Name a person that committed a crime that was happy all the days of their life?  Lying to your wife is a crime, it is called being disrespectful and non-trustworthy.  A marriage cannot survive when lying and disrespect is present.

To sum it up, when men make decisions, it should be a qualifyable decision, which means it will be give the family quality and can be measured. (You can see the results). Any decision should made from prayer and discussed with your wife in detail.

Relationship

· God in the garden called Adam when trouble hit not Eve. -  From that first day when God breathe into Adam the breath of life, Man was the head of the household.

· Every women wants a man to be her Knight in shining armor (P.B. Wilson) Genesis 2:18   18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."  
· Suitable means to help and take care of you that will suit your needs.  It does not say that 100% of the time you will not have arguments or disagreements.  Learn to love your wife for who she is, not how you want her to be!
· Trust – You should build trust in your wife and your wife should build trust in you.  Do not do anything that would let her think that you cannot be trusted.  Be where you supposed to be, when you say you will.
· To find a women of your dreams you have to leave the past behind.  Live in the present, and seek the future.  Don’t use my friend was in a bad relationship and I don’t want to end up like that, or say, “ I can’t find a good person”, there is no one out there.  It’s because you are looking for you, you will never find a person and have all the qualities you want.  However, there is a person out there, that possess the qualities you need.  Remember vs. 18 of Genesis, says a helper, suitable for him.

· Understand the deep problems of women with sex before they were married, they may have had problems, and we have to be Christ like and forgive, not bring up old skeletons.
· Leave old luggage outside the marriage; do not even bring it up.  She is with you now, love and trust her.  The past is now the past.  Most men live in the present of their past.  Which means they never will have a future because their present, consist of working out things that happened in the past.  Trust me, it will never work!

Ask yourself these questions?

· Are you a blessing to your family or a curse?

· Do you honor your wife or do you honor pornography as your wife?

· What will be written between the two dates on your tombstone (birthday and demise date)?

We end this week with these words.  Memorize versus:  Matthew 26:41  Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Love your wife, for this is right in the Lord.

If it has been one week advance to your last module; “empowering yourself, learning and using respect & honor”.
Empowering yourself, learning and using Respect & Honor Week 4
DAY 1 – What is your Net worth?
Pre-read:  Joshua 1:9
What is your net worth, TD Jakes’ talked about in his book HE-Motions.  “To find your net worth, you must know who you are..  Ask yourself these questions
1. How do you behave when you are alone?

2. Often, what you spend your money on is a direct reflection of where your values are placed.  What do your spending habits say about your values?

3. How much do you enjoy your own company?  What do you enjoy most about being alone with yourself

4. Can you write a letter or have a conversation and tell who you are without telling what you do?

5. Do you have a fair and objective sense of the intimacies of your character?

To answer this last question and to get to know yourself better requires a personal audit, a comparison of your assets and liabilities to determine your net worth.  Determine your net worth below.  In the second column, give it a number based on importance. If your liabilities are more than your assets, you will have a deficit; these things you need to work on in day two.  

.

	
	Assets- Things you do well
	1-5
	Liabilities – things that get in your way
	1-5

	EX
	Organizational skills
	3
	Don’t like to delegate
	2

	EX
	Pray constantly
	5
	Look at women
	5

	TTL
	
	8
	
	7

	
	
	
	YOUR NET WORTH  +1
	

	
	
	
	
	

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	


DAY 2 – Week 5 The Net Worth Plan

	Liability
	Plan

	1.  Don’t delegate
	Understand that others are capable of doing the same job that I do.

	2.  Look at women
	Use the 6 week rule of changing my eyes

	
	

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	


DAY 3 – Week 5 Empower yourself!
Empower yourself!

When you empower yourself you take the things that bother you most and overcome them.

1. What do you do when you are stressed?

2. Do you feel life is going in circles?

3. Do you feel like your life on a dead end road?

To empower yourself you must take things above and build the strength up in yourself to overcome them.

Stress – Stress can bring a strong man to their knees.  However, you can overcome stress by not letting stress overcome you.  Stress is like building blocks, everytime you add one building block; it begins to build to something bigger and then bigger and bigger.  
To empower yourself, you must be willing, not to let stress overtake you.  When it arrives, push it back down, learn to relax and enjoy life.  If you want to walk in honor, then remember the old saying, ‘don’t let them see you sweat’.  The key factor in ‘stressing out’ is impatience.  If we can overcome being impatient we can overcome stress.

Life is going in circles/you are on a dead end road – If your life is going in circles or you feel that you are on a dead end road, it’s probably because you let yourself drive the car rather than God.  We as men seem to always think we know what’s best for us, and many times we do not.  We sometimes go in circles because WE make the same mistakes repeatedly.  
We tend to be on dead in road, because after going in circles for so long, we have no other place to go.   If you want others to respect you, then you must stand tall and strong as a man, and when the tough gets tougher, then you empower yourself to get stronger.

Empower yourself to overcome conflict also know as fussing (quarreling, controversy) & insecurity

A part that will bring down your respect & honor is fussing (quarreling, controversy).  Whether you fuss at the store, in the home, or at your job, fussing has never solved anything.  Why do we fuss?  We fuss because of 4 reasons; (1) it’s fun, we want to belittle the other person, (2) we want to express our opinion, (3) make them listen and understand, (4) we do not know how to communicate.  If it is your wife, you are telling her, listen, your opinion does not matter, but mine does.  At work, you are showing who is in authority, if it is an authority figure above you, then you are showing disrespect and painting a picture that you are better than they.  Overall, it never solves anything except you losing your respect and credibility.  \

Insecurity
Being insecure about you and marrying a person that is insecure, creates a very insecure and jealous relationship.  We need to be like Paul, his life was dedicated to God and he was single.  You still can ask for a mate but dedicate your life to God without distracters first.   Lean how to live on your own with out having to be with someone; once you can live on your own, then ask God for a mate.

Women need security – they need emotional and financial security from you that say you are going to be there.  Although they need that security, they are still your strength.  Women are sometimes the strength of a man.  Security is the need to be safe; women become safe when the man is strong.  

Empower yourself to overcome Smoking, Alcohol and Drugs

What about things that make you SAD (smoking-alcohol-drugs).  These three things will make you have a sad life. The number one problem of smoking, drinking alcohol and drugs, they are habit forming or addictive.  When we say empower yourself to overcome, we men you have to find your inner strength and use it to overcome you greatest weaknesses.  In this case SAD, our major weaknesses.  SAD causes a whole host of other problems to include fighting, lust and is the result of most rapes and murders.  Smoking not so much as alcohol and drugs, but is still habit forming and causes severe internal injuries.  
The bible says, ‘present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God’ (Romans 12:1).  The keys to empower yourself are to overcome your weaknesses while overcoming your strengths.

List your Weaknesses from the other pages and answer the two statements below.

1.  Your weakness  (use from other page)
2.  What can I do to stop it
  

3.  Does it disconnect me with God, Family and Church?

Example
1. I look at girls as they walk pass.

2. I need to work on catching myself to look the other way.

3. It disconnects me from all the above, it is called lust.
ADD YOUR 5 WEAKNESSES AND YOUR 5 STRENGHTS  TO YOUR KNIGHT BOOK

Your weaknesses are what holds you down.  The bible says in 1 Corinthians 13:11 “When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  Look in the above weaknesses and identify what is childish.  Would you be able to tell you wife you have a problem with the above, your mother a friend, what about your son?
   At the end of this short day – ask yourself do you really love God or the things that bring you down?   What childish things do I do, that doesn’t bring Glory to God or myself.
DAY 4 – WEEK 4 – MORE EMPOWERMENT

Empower yourself to have respect & honor in everything you do
A Knights is known for these qualities.  Remember these from your oaths, take the time to review them again.
1. LOYALTY - Loyalty is what you believe in, what you are faithful toward: Loyalty to God, Family, others and the brotherhood of the Knights.  You must have 100% loyalty for standing up for what is right. Without being loyal servants of God we cannot prosper, the world cannot prosper.  The Lord wants an army of Godly men that is loyal to him. We must be loyal to our wife, our kids, our church, but most of all; we must be loyalty to ourself.  

Knights must lead a life of loyalty and each Knight must be able to trust each other.  If a Knight fell in medieval times, another Knight would risk his life to save him. 

2. RESPECT - (to consider worthy of higher regard, esteem) A Knight must have respect for all, whether rich or poor, black or white.  A Knight must respect all people and not regard race, color, creed or gender. A Knight must treat everyone the same and must respect himself.  A Knight must live upright, stand tall, dress and groom should be applicable.  A Knight should always be learning and trying to better His family’s life and himself.  He must have high self-esteem!  When others do not have what he has, he must still respect them as a creation of God.  He must respect those that are against him and those that will try to destroy him.  The bible says in Matthew 5:44: “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;”  (KJV)

3. STRENGTH - When a Page, Squire or Knight of Christ greets each other, their initial greeting is Strength & Honor.  Two things they must possess First. Without these two, all others fail. A Knight must exuberant strength, be strong and a defender of the weak.  He must stand strong on the principles and values of God and become a helpmate for other Men and young boys around the World. A Knight does not ever give up, no matter how many mistakes He makes, but he must have a contrite heart and ask forgiveness and if all possible not to do it again.  Be honest with God and yourself.  A Knight never gives in. A Knight must possess the ultimate strength from GOD. He must be able to resist force (evil).  He is a Samson!
4. HONOR - Knights of old and Knights of today, live by Honor.  Honor is the cornerstone where everything stems from.  Jesus Christ in biblical days was a Man of Honor.  Along with honor comes humility, a trait we all must have.  No matter what Jesus did, He did it with Honor to himself and gave Honor to the Father.  A Knight must show honor even to an enemy, He must be willing to help those who have falling but are willing to change.  He must Honor his Father and Mother, He must Honor his Body, He must Honor his Wife, He must Honor others and most of all; He must Honor his God.  As Knights we are sworn by a coat of Honor.  No matter how hot it gets or problems we encounter, we must never take that coat off. 
5. FAITH - When a Page, Squire or Knight greets you with Strength and Honor, you must respond with Faith & Courage. He is greeting you with what He possesses; Strength and Honor; you are responding with things to keep the Faith and the Courage.  The bible says Faith is the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things not seen.  A Knight must posse’s faith in two ways; First, he must have the faith that although he cannot see things happen, he must have the faith that they will come to pass. If a Knight does not have faith, how can he lead others?  If a Knight is poor, he must begin praying and having faith, that God is able to get him out of debt, give him a better job and increase his territory. Second, A Knight must have an undying faith in the Love of God; he must be willing to lay his life down for his Faith, just like in the olden days, Knights would guard their King with their life.  If they were on the other side of the Kingdom in a different country, they would stand up for the King if his name is assaulted.  God needs an army of God chasers that are willing to have a deep-rooted faith for God and the faith to believe and trust God.
6. COURAGE - The second part of the greeting is courage. Courage is just what it is, courage. Courage is to become fearless. We must have the courage to continue to fight, when others will not. We must have the faith and we must back it up with courage. In a world of evil and weaker minded people that commit suicide as a way out.  We need to have the courage to 'stick' to what is right, and have the courage to talk about it. Knights must be courages. A Knight never backs down from a fight. We must not back down from a fight against the devil, murderers, rapist, child molesters and anyone who violates the sanctity of God and others.  We must remain in prayer for all. 
DAY 5 – WEEK 4 – The Devil comes to Deceive!
Men in America

It takes a man to step down from a fight, it takes a man to admit when he is wrong.

Even when things are totally out of your control, and you feel that this is the last stand, ask God for a glimpse of hope; where there is faith, there is still hope and you can continue to fight.

Men never stop fighting

As a man, you feel inadequate when you don’t have a job or lose a job.  Love your self and press on,

The general rule for any man is to understand that he is not stronger than temptation.  In the remainder of this week, we must understand why to be strong, avoid temptation & the devil.  What is the difference between the three?  First, to be strong you must renew your mind in order to fight temptation.  If we give into temptation, we give in to the devil’s tricks.   The major two events of the devil are to make you fall into temptation and convince you that you have time.  
The two T’s I call it, Time & Temptation is the basis for all of our problems in America.  Time causes us to believe that life is forever and that we have time to sow our wild oaks and do the things we want to do.  This may sound confusing but it is very simple depending on if you are looking to have a good future or a bad future.  Many people live for the moment.  
1. This woman is pretty, she wants me, I can fix what ever happens later. 
2. I am working hard everyday, 12 -14 hours so that in the future my family will have everything they want. This kind of thinking, the bible says, ‘do not give thought for tomorrow, for tomorrow will take care of itself.  It is saying to do give thought what you will eat or drink, but god will provide.  This is all vain thinking, it doesn’t accomplish anything.  Instead, we need to look at both today and the future, not to save up to become rich.  What ever you do today has consequences in the future.  
3. However, you are not guaranteed the future.  While you are living for today, and you die tomorrow, what happens with your family?  You leave them a big mess to clean up.  This is a trick from the devil and is constantly getting our men ensnarled in the biggest trap yet.  
4. Men behind bars have a lot of time to think of why they didn’t think that day through, before they committed the crime.  It’s called living for today and facing the consequences tomorrow.  We are not behind bars and we have time to think of our future and to live a Godly and clean life.  Before you take that puff of marijuana or sleep with that ‘pretty’ woman, stop, you have time to think it through!

The second deception from the devil is living for the future instead of today.  This deception mainly deals with money and includes a lot of loss time with friends, family and enjoying life to its fullest.  The devil would have us to believe that it is important to try to accomplish something today for the future.  Yes, to a certain extent, we should always plan for the future; a 5-year goal is always a good plan. But if we are taking jobs overseas that last a year and then working 12-14 hours a day to save money for the future, we are like the guy who built barns and barns of food and had everything he would need to rest and relax the rest of his life;  God said, ‘your soul is required’.  All the savings went to waste. We can plan but we must live each day to the fullest like God wanted us to; and that is living a righteous life.  The man with the barns did not stop to help the people who were starving, but instead he thought of his own self.   If we treat others like we would like to be treated when we are down and out, we would never have to understand what it is like to be true righteousness…

DAY 6 – WEEK 4 

To keep strong is to:

Understand the devil’s goals for you, and that’s for you to fail, at all cost; no matter how small or big, he wants you to fail.  He does not want you to be happy, he does not want your family to succeed, he wants the worst possible, degrading, and horrible event to happen to you.  Even if you are constantly in sin, he wants you unhappy.  A lot of people think that because they are on the dark side, the devil will leave them alone.  Wrong, the devil hates you, whether you are living a life for him, he wants you unhappy or dead.  If he can kill you, that is easier for him because he doesn’t have to worry about you changing.  His ultimate goal is to have you dead! He will setup any type of roadblock or put anything in place in order to make you begin on a road where he can guide you to your demise. That’s why the bible says, ‘sin causes death’.  
On this road, you will encounter things that will make you feel good, reward you and make you feel that you are on top of the world but it is all tricks directing you to a certain point.  
In essence, his tricks build from one thing to the next.  An example is a man who is happily married with two kids.  Life is good, he doesn’t drink, smoke and is a church going man.  
One night he is asked to accompany his boss’ partner to a bar for a celebration drink. After a simple drink, he is asked to go to a strip club; he is filling good and begins to convince that nothing wrong.  He goes to the strip club but only looks but doesn’t touch.  He feels he has remained faithful to his wife.  He has now gotten a taste and a memory in his mind.  The devil now has his foot in the door and begins to guide his life with lies and other deceptions.  
Apparently, at this point, it seems that he and his wife are not getting along so well, and she is starting to spend more time at work. He begins to feel that he is not wanted and so he takes time after work to go back to the strip club while his wife is working, just to look!  He encounters a pretty young girl who ‘just wants to talk’.  More and more the devil deceives him and makes him to believe that his marriage is not going well, in essence, it is him that is not making his marriage work.  On the other hand, he says to his self, ‘things are not bad’, he has this pretty girl liking him, but he is faithful to his wife. His job is doing better now that he is having a drink with the boss occasionally.  He feels his life is complete and guesses he is doing nothing wrong.  Once he realizes that everything is connected to pull him away from his family, it could be too late.  Just when he thinks he has it under control, he is out just relaxing at wal-mart shopping for some items for his car, he comes across the girl from the strip club.  They talk, laugh and go eat a nice lunch just to talk.  The devil’s ball is in motion.  If he does not see these deceptions what do you think will happen next?  Enticement & Opportunity is present.
Note that we need to stay strong and constantly renew our mind, changing our mind set, and transferring our mind to bigger and better righteous things.  Colossians 3.1 says, “ If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God.” (ASV)   Seeking pleasure, reward or money are thing we need not seek, as strong men of God we need only to seek the things from above.  In essence, we need to be BOAZ men, not BOZOs.
DAY 7 – WEEK 4  – BOAZ MEN -Being a man to look up to!
Read Ruth the second chapter.
Ruth 2nd Chapter talks about BOAZ, we need to be BOAZ men.  We need to be a man that can be looked up to.  If you want to see what type of Christian a man is, look at this wife and children.

The world needs men to look up to.  We as Knights for Christ need to be mighty men of works.  In everything we do we need to show the works of God.  We should be the man society looks up to; we need to be men of strength.

Passage Ezekiel 22:30:
    30 "I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.

God is looking for men who is looking up to God.  You can tell a man from a distance.  The manner of man, tells others that you are a man.  Boaz was a man of wealth and wisdom.  Wealth means a man of the word, a man of war and a man of money.  We need to be also moneymen; we need to be lenders, not borrowers.  We need to be men that have a job and can save money for a rainy day.
The bible says in Matthew 4:4, 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'  We shouldn’t wonder where we are going to eat or drink, how are we going to make it, but every word that precedes out of our mouth.  A child relies on bread to eat.  We are men, we are the bread winners, but we need to listen to the word of God and should know our bibles.  When a man speaks, he should speak the word of God, he should speak with authority and power.  If you want to see a BOAZ man or a Man of God, when he opens his mouth, it should be the power of God coming out, not fowl language, or sexual escapades.
Knights are men of wisdom, the bible says in proverbs 4:7 “ Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding”  Wisdom is the key that unlocks the glory, it unlocks all mysteries  of God, it is the principle thing, but while you are getting wisdom, also get understanding.  It does us no good to listen to the Preacher or Pastor and never apply understanding.

A man should not live by his position or job, but he should live by his character.  In the book of Ruth, the bible says, ‘Boaz was a mighty man of wealth a man of character ’.  What is your character, can you define who you are, what are your beliefs, what do you hold must dear in your life?

Boaz was also a man of war, which meant he was a protector of his house.  He his young men, to let her glean in his field and do not let her glean in another field.  Boaz took this young girl under his wing of protection; he wanted to ensure that she knew that he was a man of God, he also protected he by providing for her.  We need to protect our families from the deceptions of the devil.  We cannot protect them if we are unprotected our self.  God is our protector as long as we pray and be faithful in him.
As a Knight for Christ you need to be a man of prayer.  Prayer will make you strong.  God does not want a man to walk with him that doesn’t talk with him!  Adam spoke with God in the cool of the day, Moses spoke with God in the burning bush and face to face. (Deuteronomy 34:10)
Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face.  How do you speak with God?  The higher attitude we reach in our Christian life, the closer we get to speaking to God like Moses and Adam.  Christian men need to walk the walk and talk the talk!

Why would the Lord seek for a man, when there are millions around the world?
It’s because God is looking for a man that doesn’t make BOZO mistakes, a man that can stand tall and be counted as blessed; a man that does not give into temptation or any lust of the flesh.  A man where God has said, “I will prepare a table for you in the presence of your enemies’.  If God can provide the children of Israel water from a Rock, how much more will he do for you that trust and believe in him. 
A man stands proud, a man does not look down on the ground, a man does not hold his head down or have dropped shoulders, a man stands upright.  The reason why the Dad saw the prodigal son a far off, is because he had his head down and his should dropped.  
If you let the problems of this world incapacitate you, then it will weigh heavy on your shoulders.

When a man is displaced, that is not knowing who he is), his mind and body become misplaced and he begins to not act like a man anymore but a child.  God is looking for a man of war, a man of valor, a man of wisdom, a man of money.  God has given us the hands and the feet to work and make ends meet for our families.  God wants us to earn a good days pay, he wants us to pay tithes and taxes.  Jesus says in Luke 20:25 “Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which be God's”.  This means the first fruit of our paycheck belongs to God.  It also means that when our bills our due we should pay them, when our taxes our due we should pay them.  Eveything that is left belongs to us.  God is seeking a man that pays his tithes and offering.  He is seeking a good Samaritan that puts his life aside to help others.
Be like Joseph
As things come in our life, we must know when to hold our hand and when to fold our hand.  Just like Joseph, you never fold your hand in the time of famine.  A famine comes to bring you out of the will of God, so you need to be prepared.  Through all the things that Joseph went through in his life, he never cursed God, nor did Job.  We must be prepared to fight against every win of doctrine that is not of Jesus Christ.  Remember, Boaz was a man of war. That means, he was always ready to fight for what was right.  Not only should we be ready to defend the gospel of Jesus but we must also be willing to finish the course.  If Joseph had given in, then his family and the Children of Israel would have never been in the land of Goshen.  We need to be thankful for our life and where God is leading us.  Remember, being thankful can turn your prison into a palace and being unthankful can turn your palace into a prison.

We need to be BOAZ Men, we need to be men of character we need to be Men of God.

	It’s time for you to build your own principle and character list.  You should live by your set of principles and characters.  A character is a moral or ethical quality: a man of fine, honorable character. 


	4.
	Qualities of honesty, courage, or the like; integrity: It takes character to face up to a bully. 


	5.
	reputation: a stain on one's character. 


	6.
	good repute. 


	7.
	an account of the qualities or peculiarities of a person or thing. 


	8.
	a person, esp. with reference to behavior or personality: a suspicious character.


 Here are a list of examples.    Don’t talk about others behind their back

1. Speak good about everyone

2. Walk around strong

3. Hold down a job

4. Take care of my family

5. No affairs

6. Pray daily for others

7. Talk with other family members occasionally

8. Honor my kinds

9. Treat others with respect

10. Don’t put wife down, but honor her.

11. show God in everything I do

12. Listen in church

Fast and pray that God make you more like him, pray for strength and endurance.  Remember the race is not given to the swift or strong, but those that endure to the end.  The devil is a liar, you are a man of God, you are strong, you are a man of wisdom, a man of war a man of money and a man of character.  Don’t let know one pull you from God’s hand.  In every storm, you go through, count it all joy that God will take you through.  You have now completed your 4th Module in the KBATIC Course, Congratulations.
IF IT HAS BEEN FOUR WEEKS ADVANCE TO CHURCH, SPIRITURAL GIFTS
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